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PREFACE, 



Thb Constitution of the Ancient Corps of the Yeo* 
men of the Guards was materially altered by an order 
of William IV. issued in 1835, directing that all future 
vacancies should be filled up by deserving non-com- 
missioned officers who bad retired from the army, and 
without purchase; instead of the class of persons of 
whom it had been hitherto composed, and who had 
purchased their places. 

This regulation naturally created considerable interest 
throughout the service, as opening a new source of emu- 
lation and reward to a number of meritorious men, who 
now look forward to an appointment in this Ancient 
Corps as an honourable retirement, after many years of 
arduous activity in the regular army. 

The object of publishing the present compilatioui is 
to make its history more generally known to those 
whom it may concern ; the various changes that have 
taken place from time to time, whether on the score 
of economy or otherwise, cannot fail to be interesting 
to Members of the Corps > while the narrative of histo- 
rical facts connected with it^ may aflford amusement to 
the general reader. 

The early History has been abridged from Pegge's 
Curialia, and from other sources, and the modern in- 
formation has been obtained, by permUtion, from the 
Records of the Corps. 

THOMAS SMITH. 



NOTE. 

In conformity with the Interpretation Clause in modem Acts 
of Parliament, the words "Band" and "Corps" used indis- 
criminately in various documents throughout this Work, shall be 
talcen to mean the Company of " Her Msjesty's Yeomen of the 
Guard." 

The words "King" or "Royal Person," shall include females 
whether the sceptre be swayed by the highest Lady or Gentleman in 
the land, as the case may be. 

The Dates in the List of Captains, refer to the times when they 
are found in oifice, and not to the precise date of their respective 
appointments. 



EARLY HISTORY. 



Thb Corps of the Yeomen of the Guard is the oldest 
in England. It was instituted by King Henry VIL and 
consisted of 50 Archers under the command of a Captain, 
whose duties were to be in constant attendance upon 
the King for the security of his person : they were 
entitled Yeomen of the Guard, and did duty for the 
first time at the ceremony of the Coronation on the 
SOth of October 1485. 

The King seems to have taken his model from the 
French, and in order to allay some dissatisfaction that 
had been expressed at the introduction of such a novelty 
into England, he ordered that the establishment should 
be made perpetual, " to hold succession for ever," thus 
combining the duty of protecting the King's person, with 
that of Royal parade in all State Ceremonies. Some 
writers assert that the King was only permitted to 
establish this corps upon condition that it should not 
increase to an army. It was to be " a State and orna- 
ment to the Crown, not a Terror to the Subject." 

The term Yeomen, with reference to the rank of 
Members of this Corps, was defined to be ^' the Prime 
of those persons who are next below the order of 
Gentry,'* and being in the King's service, they took 
precedence of all the rest of the Yeomanry of the 
Kingdom. 

I^ey were directed to be men of strength, hardiness 
and activity, of good stature and robust habit. For 
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these qualities twelve of them were selected to carry the 
body of their Founder^ who died in 1509, to his tomb in 
the Chapel at the East end of the Abbey of Westminster. 

The duty of carrying the bodies of the Royal Family 
to the tomb by the Yeomen of the Guards continued 
up to the time of the Funeral of the Princess Charlotte^ 
daughter of George IV. which took place November 
18^ 1817, when one of them received an injury from 
having slipped while supporting the coffin 3 since that 
time the coffins have been moved upon a platform 
raised upon wheels. 

The French King Louis XI, had many years before 
1485, instituted a Body Guard called the Grand Guard of 
the Bees de Corbin, which was composed of one 
hundred gentlemen of rank and consequence^ each 
having two archers in his suite. In 1475, that monarch 
altered the constitution of this body, by detaching the 
two hundred archers who were men of lower rank, and 
erecting them into a distinct Corps with the title of 
The Lesser Body Guard ; and from the latter Henry 
VII. modelled his Company of Yeomen. 

At the accession of Henry VIII.' that sumptuous 
monarch, taking the French model again, instituted a 
superior guard composed entirely of cadets of noble 
families, which were called his Pensioners, and was the 
origin of the Band of Gentlemen Pensioners, now called 
the Gentlemen at Arms. He, however, not only retained 
the Yeomen of the Guard but considerably increased 
their number. 

Soon after he came to the Crown we find the number 
of Yeomen had risen to two hundred, of whom one 
hundred were to have horses 3 and when they were 
subsequently employed in active military service, their 
number cannot be accurately ascertained. We read 
of their first appearance in the field in 1513 at 
the siege of Terouenne, where the King was attended 
by ''Six hundred Archers of his Garde all in white 
Gaberdines and Cappes." They are supposed to have 
been at the Battle of the Spurs 5 and in the same year, 
when Tournay fell into the King*s hands, four hundred 
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Archers of the Guard were left as part of the garrison 
in charge. It is related, to the immortal honour of this 
Corps, that all the soldiers in the Garrison, excepting 
themselves, mutinied, much to the annoyance of the Lord 
Mountjoy who commanded, and whose life would have 
been sacrificed but for their loyalty. 

In the following year this body, styling themselves 
" Yeomen of the King's most Honourable Body Guard, ' 
and Constables of Toumay," sent a strong remonstrance 
in a Letter signed by fourteen of the Corps (supposed 
to be officers) on behalf of the whole, against the pro- 
posed intention of paying them half-yearly instead of 
quarterly. 

The result of the remon^rance is unknown, but that 
it gave no o£fence is certain ; for when Tournay was 
given up to Francis I. in 1518, according to Hall the 
Chronicler, " the King sent for all the Yeomen of the 
Garde that were come from Tournay, and after many 
good wordes given to them, he granted them fourpence 
the Day without attendance, except they were specially 
commanded.'* This was a considerable sum in those 
days to be paid to men whose offices thus became almost 
sinecures, and is equal to about five shillings per day at 
present. 

There are two instances on record at this early period, 
of the attendance of the Yeomen of the Guard on occa- 
sions of State when the King was not present. One 
hundred of the Yepmen of the King*s Guard went to 
Ireland with the £arl of Surrey in 1519, when he 
succeeded the Earl of Kildare as Deputy of Ireland^ 
these were probably a part of those who had then 
lately returned from Tournay. 

A body of Yeomen of the King's Guard also attended 
Cardinal Wolsey to France in 1521, when he was sent 
Co mediate between Francis I. and the Emperor Charles 
V. notwithstanding the Cardinal had a guard of Yeomen 
in his own pay. 

During this Reign the Yeomen of the Guard were 
frequently employed to arrest persons of high rank 
when accused of high treason ^ persons of inferior rank 
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were apprehended by Serjeants at Arms. '^Stafforli 
Duke of Buckingham who fell a sacrifice to Wolsey's 
enmity, was attached by Sir Henry Marney, Captain of 
the King's Guard, with one hundred of his yeomen, and 
conveyed to the Tower." And we find afterwards the 
Cardinal himself in the same custody: — "The King 
sent Sir Wyllyam Kyngston, Knt. Captain of the Guard, 
to Sheffield to fetch the Cardinal to the Tower.*' In 
the following reign, says Stowe, ''The Lords of the 
Council sent Sir Anthony Wingfield, Captain of the 
Guard, to the King at Windsore, and severed the Lord 
Protector from his person, and caused the Guard to 
watch him till the Lords' coming." 

They are lastly noticed in this reign on active service, 
as accompanying Henry to the Siege of Boulogne in 
1544. 

The establishment of the Yeomen of the Guard in 
common with other parts of the Royal Household 
underwent great changes at difi^erent periods. 

In the year 1525, Cardinal Wolsey came to the 
Palace at Eltham, when a revision of the Royal House- 
hold took place, and certain Orders and Regulations 
termed "The Statutes of Eltham," were issued about 
Lady-Day of the following year. Among numerous 
retrenchments then made, the Yeomen of the Guard 
were materially affected, sixty-eight of them were dis- 
placed, and ordered to retire to their own homes, there 
to keep themselves in readiness to serve the King when 
his Grace should command them -, and wages of sixpence 
per day was assigned to them, instead of twelvepence per 
day, the former pay when on actual service. And it was 
directed that, on the death of any of these men their 
places should not be filled up. The dismissal of so many 
men is quaintly represented by Hall as a matter of 
public compassion : — " Alas ! what sorrow and what 
lamentacion was made when all these persones should 
depart the Court. Some saied that poore Servaunts 
were undoen and must steale : some saied that they 
were found [provided] of the Reversions [remnants] 
of the other Officers Service [Messes] so that for them 
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was nothing more set oat at the dressor [for their 
dinner] and it was greate charitie to fynde them. 
Others saied that now they would polle and pille in their 
countreys* and oppresse tlie poore people — Thus every 
man bad his saying.** 

Notwithstanding the reduction by the Statutes of 
£ltham> they were increased in the following reign. 
In the 6th year €i Edward VI. the Corps comprised 
sixty-six Yeomen in Ordinary, and one hundred and 
forty-one Extraordinary, besides fifteen Yeomen at the 
Tower, now called Warders. This is the first time the 
Warders are mentioned as a distinct body, of whom 
a brief notice will be given hereafter. 

The number of Yeomen was again augmented soon 
after the accession of Queen Mary to one hundred and 
seven, besides thirty Yeomen of the Crown. 

Queen Elizabeth continued the number of Yeomen 
at two hundred, but reduced the Extra Yeomen to one 
hundred and seven, retained thirty Yeomen of the 
Crown, and appointed, for the first time, four Ushers. 
The Ushers were subsequently increased to fifteen, and 
finally at a late/ period reduced to eighty as they stand 
at present. 

In the year 1615, temp. James I. their number is 
found to have been two hundred, without any dis- 
tinction of Ordinary or Extraordinary. During the 
life of Prince Henry (who died 1618) a detachment of 
Yeomen bad been assigned as his personal guard at the 
Palace of St. James's, where he resided after his estab- 
lishment was formed, the King keeping his Court at 
Whitehall. Of the above two hundr^, ''six score 
were to attend by turns upon his own Royal person j 
three score to attend the Queen's Majestic; and the 
other twenty to attend upon the person of our most 
noble Prince." 

During this reign, at the solicitation of the Lord 
Erskine, Baron of Dirleton, Captain of the Guard, the 
King increased their pay from two shillings per day 
for three months in summer, and twenty-pence per day 
for nine months in the winter j to two shillings and 
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fourpence per day for the summer six months, and two 
shillings per day for the winter six months. 

During the Commonwealth the Corps of Yeomen of 
the Guard, as well as all other regal appendages re- 
mained in a torpid state. At the Restoration it was 
revived with even greater splendour than before, re- 
ceiving a larger appointment of Officers. In the year 
1660, the Captain, whose office appears to have been 
hitherto honorary, receiving only a gown at stated 
periods, was now endowed with a salary of £ 1000 per 
annum, and the pay of the Clerk of the Cheque was 
advanced from j^ 20 to ^ 150 per annum. 

In 1668 the number was again reduced to 100 and a 
Lieutenant appointed with £ 500 per annum, an Ensign 
with £ 300 per annum, and 4 Corporals or Exempts 
with £ 150 per annum each. By an order in Council 
dated 15th February, the Lord Viscount Grandison, the 
Captain, was directed to choose 100 of the most efficient 
from the whole, to be in continual attendance, the 
remainder to retire upon half- pay (^15 per annum) to 
be paid concurrently with those in waiting, and to be 
restored to waiting as others died off. 

In consequence of the above Order in Council, the 
duties of the Yeomen were defined in the Household 
Ordinances of Charles II. which were issued shortly 
after, and still continue to be observed with but few' 
modifications. The offices of Yeomen of the Crown 
appear to have been abolished at this time, at least they 
are not mentioned in the Ordinance. 

In the last year of the Reign of Charles II. a review of 
the King's forces took place on Putney Heath (Oct. 1, 
1684) including among the State Guards, the hundred 
yeomen by name, distinguishing the fifteen Ushers from 
the rest. It may not be out of place here, to observe, 
that Charles II. at the Restoration established the 
Household troops, consisting of a Regiment of Horse 
Guards and three Regiments of Foot, which was the 
origin of the regular army, that force having been 
ff increased from time to time as circumstances have 

rendered necessary* 
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No alteration took place during the reign of James II. 
excepting the redaction of the fifteen Ushers to eight. 

In June 16894 temp. William and Mary, several of the 
Yeomen were dismissed as non-effective, others as heing 
under size, upon the order of the Earl of Manchester 
their Captain, and on his own authority ; some also for 
neglecting their duty, and employing incompetent sub- 
stitutes. A petition was presented to His Majesty on 
behalf of those dismissed, which was answered by the 
Earl, who among other things declared that the office 
was not a Freehold or place for life, but only to be held 
during his Majesty's pleasure, and that he had dismissed 
only those who were unfit, being old and inefficient, and 
for other reasons, all such having competent estates, 
trades, or other good employments; this statement 
appears to have been approved, as no record exists of any 
redress having been granted. 

The Corps seems to have remained in the same state 
during the Reigns of Queen Anne, and Georges I. II. and 
HI. with the exception that their Table was abolished, and 
an equivalent in the shape of daily board wages while 
on duty was allowed. 

OF THE ARMS. 

The English were celebrated for their skill in the 
practice of Archery at a very early period ; it was not 
only encouraged but positively enjoined by several 
Sovereigns to be cultivated by the people as an amuse- 
ment and recreation, and the dexterity acquired by its 
use in the chace, became formidable when applied to 
the purposes of war. Sir Walter Tyrrel who killed 
William II. by accident, when shooting at a stag in the 
New Forest, (August 2, 1 100) was bow-bearer to the King: 

King Edward III. in 1344, entertained twenty-four 
archers in his retinue, who ran before him in pairs 
whenever he went abroad, as a kind of advance guard. 

Ten thousand Archers formed part of the force which 
accompanied Edward III. to France in 1346, and did 
good service at the Battle of Cressy, where the strength 
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of the French army numbered three times that of the 
English^ although It may be observed that cannon were 
usid by the English in this battle for the first time. 

At the Battle of Agincourt (October 85, 1415) the 
chief dependence was placed on the English Archers, 
who by their great courage and strength of arm were 
mainly instrumental in ensuring the victory > as soon 
as they came within bow-shot, they discharged such 
showers of their strong arrows three feet long, that 
the French Knights bent down their heads to avoid 
them. The pikemen also successfully repulsed the 
French cavalry when they attempted to break the 
English line by a charge, and their defeat was complete 
and the slaughter immense. 

Henry VIII. took great delight in Archery, and as a 
natural consequence the Archers of the Guard, by 
constant practice for the King*s diversion, became the 
most expert in the kingdom. They were frequently 
mustered for exercise, and on one occasion when the 
king lay at Greenwich, and was riding towards Shooter's 
Hill to take the air with the Queen ; to use the quaint 
language of Hall the Chronicler: — ''They espied a 
Company of tall yeomen clothed all in grene with grene 
Wbodes [hoods] and Bows and Arrowes, to the number 
of two hundred. Then one of them, which called 
himself Bobyn Hood, came to the King desyring him to 
see his men shoote, and the King was content. Then 
he whistled and al the Two Hundred Archers shot and 
losed at once ) and then he whistled agayne, and they 
likewyse shot agayne [and] their arrowes whistled by 
crafte of the head, so that the Noyes was straunge and 
greate, and muche pleased the Kynge, the Queene, and 
all the Company. All these Archers were of the 
Kynoes Garde, and had thus appareled themselves to 
make Solace to the Kynge." 

In Wood's *' Bowman's Glory or Archery Revived," 
it is related that at some matches shot at Windsor, 
" one Barlow of the King's Guard won the best prize* 
which so much pleased the King, that after com* 
mending his dexterity, he named him Duke of Shore- 
ditch, as he did dwell there." 
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By an Act of 6 Heo. VIII. Cap. 9, all male servants 
were to provide themselves with one bow and four 
arrows, which their master was to pay for, stopping the 
porchase-money out of their wages. Another statute 
of SSrd Hen. VIII. ordained that every man under 
sixty, except spiritual men, justices, &c. should use 
shooting with the long bow, and have a bow and arrows 
continually in his house 5 that he should provide bows 
and arrows for his servants and children ; that every 
servant, above seventeen and under sixty years of age, 
should pay 6s, 8d. if he was without a bow and 
arrows for one month. The inhabitants of every city, 
town, and place, were to erect butts, and practise shooting 
on holidays, and at every other convenient time. 

King £dward VI. who was passionately food of 
Archery, mentions in his Journal a muster of his 
Archers in 1550, as follows : — '' There mustered 
before me one hundred Archers, two arrows apiece, 
all of the Guard, who afterwards shot together : and 
they shot at an inch board, which some pierced quite, 
and stuck in the other Board j divers pierced it [them] 
quite thorow with the heads of their arrows, the boards 
being very well-seasoned timber." 

He also entertained the French Ambassador, M. le 
Marechal St. Andr^ (who came on a special mission to 
him from his master, with the Order of St Michael,) 
with feats of Archery among other things : on which 
occasion the King says — "He saw me shoot, and saw 
all my guards shoot together." 

Archery continued to be practised even after fire- 
arms came into use. In Wood's '' Bowman's Glory 
Revived*' before-mentioned, three several patents for the 
encouragement of it, are printed : one by Henry VIII. 
another by James I. and a third by Charles I. 

In course of time, however, the bow was laid aside, 
and the Arquebus or Carbine, in size between a hand 
gun and a musket, and fired without a rest, was 
adopted by this Corps 3 for we find at the close of the 
reign of Charles II. that they were armed differently, 
one half of them bearing the Arquebus, and the other 

b9 
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halfj bearing Pikes or Partisans such as tbose now in 
use. The Carbine in its turn ceased to be carried at 
the commencement of the reign of Queen Anne, when 
they were lodged in the Tower Armoury. 

By an early coloured drawing of King Edward's pro- 
cession^ it appears that they carried axes, then called Bills 
or Halberts, and they are called Bill'men by Sir Thomas 
More. The Partisan which succeeded the Bill after the 
Restoration, is fashioned from that carried by the French 
Gardes de la Manche of that period. The blade is of 
very handsome design, mounted upon a shaft, having 
a silk fringe depending from the top y they also wear 
small swords or rapiers. 

In the year 1785, the Earl of Aylesford, then Captain, 
in honour of the original Institution of the Yeomen as 
a body of Archers, gave three Prizes to be shot for 
with the long bow by ten of the Yeomen, to be allotted 
to the three best point-blank shots, at the distance of 
one hundred yards. The first prize was a silver cup of 
the value of twenty guineas, the second a prize of tea 
guineas, and the third five guineas. The cup bearing 
an engraved inscription recording the event, was won 
by Ralph Coulthard, on Saturday the 3rd of September. 

On the threatened Chartist demonstrations in 1848, 
muskets and bayonets were confided to the Yeomen — 
arms more congenial to the veteran officers, and non- 
commissioned officers now composing this Corps, than 
the partizan, adapted as it may be to state occasions^ 
They have now become a far more efficient Body-Guard 
than they were, even in the glorious days of the Tudors. 

The alacrity with which they turned out on these 
occasions, is thus noticed in the following memorandum, 
inserted in the Orderly Book by order of the Captain, 
the Marquis of Donegal. 

June 12, 1848. On this occasion, Lieut. Col. Fitz- 
Maurice, K.H., having repaired to the Home Office, by 
order of the Captain, the Marquis of Donegal, G.C.H., to 
receive instructions, in case the Chartists should become 
troublesome in the course of the day, had the honour of 
leceiving the thanks of Sir George Grey, Secretary of 
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State, for the rapidity with which the Corps had been 
armed, and prepared to do good service on this day as well 
as on the previous 10th April, had such been necessary. 

THE COSTUME, OR UNIFORM. 



The Uniform of the Yeomen of the Guard at its 
establishment can only now be conjectured by reference 
to ancient Drawings. Montfau9on, Monumens de la 
Monarchic Fran9oi8e tome III. pi. 69, gives a portrait 
of one Guillaume de May, Captain of the French Garde 
du Corps, taken h'om his monument, where he appears 
in armour, with a long bow in his right hand, and a 
sword and dagger by bis sides, his quiver and helmet 
lying at his feet ; he died in 1 470, and as this Corps was 
created after the French model, it may be presumed that 
the English uniform was the same. 

In the same work, a figure of an English Yeoman 
of the Guard on horsebackt with the Rose on his breast, 
and a bow in his hand, is very distinguishable in the 
French print of the interview of Francis I. and Henry 
VIII.' A print of a yeoman at a later period, armed 
with the Carbine or Arquebus, may be seen in a work 
entitled ''Diversarum Gentium Armatura Equestris," 
AmsU \^\7, which is re-engraved in the "History 
of the English Army " by Captain Grose. 

In the reign of Queen Mary, the dress of this Corps 
must have been very splendid, for a copy of a Warrant 
exists [Bibl. Harl. No. 643] dated 1553, ordering a 
delivery to " Peter Richardson, maker of the Spangles 
for the rich coats of the Queen's Highness's Guard, the 
sum of £ 1000.*' The coats were also embroidered, as 
appears from another warrant of the same year *' to pay 
the above-mentioned Peter Richardson, Goldsmith, for 
7,175 ounces of spangles gilt, delivered to the Queen's 
embroiderers for embroidering the Coats of her Majesty's 
Guard, &c." It is recorded that soon afterwards the 
Queen contemplated disbanding this Corps on account 
of the expenses, but that intention was over-ruled. 
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Hentzer relates, that when he gaw Queen Elizabeth 
dine in public 0^^^) ^^^ dinner was served by the 
Yeomen of the Guard bareheaded, cloathedin scarlet with 
a golden rose on their backs. 

The rose was, however, worn on both the breasts and 
backs, as may be seen in the painting at Cowdray of the 
Procession of King Edward VI. from the Tower to 
Westminster, and which is engraved for the Society of 
Antiquaries. The Rose was combined with the Thistle 
after the accession of James I. and the Shamrock was 
added in 1802, after the Union with Ireland. The efiSgy 
of one William Payn a Yeoman of the Guard (who died 
1568) on a monument in the Church of East Wickham in 
Kent, appears in the habit of his office, wearing a beard 
and a ruff, with trunk breeches and a sword by his side ; 
and on his breast a rose surmounted by a Crown. 

Grainger observes in his Biographical History, that 
** the dress of the King and the Nobles, in the beginning 
of the reign of Henry VIII. was not unlike that worn by 
the Yeomen of the Guard at present.*' 

From an Account of the Household dated 1615, we 
learn that the Gown or official habit of the Captain of the 
Guard was richly ornamented, and of the value of S 14. 

In the year 1527, &Q order was issued and signed by the 
King, which gave a livery of red cloth, for the first time#^ 
to the Yeomen of the Guard, this applied only to the 
Coats, which were to be embroidered $ the embroidery 
however seems to have been confined to the Rose on 
their Backs and Breasts with a little finish about the 
neck. In the coloured drawings of King Edward's 
procession before-mentioned, the Coats are uniform but the 
rest of the Dress is not so altogether, the hose being of 
different colours, rendered more conspicuous by the 
trunk-breeches worn at that time. Red coats and caps 
are mentioned in the order for Clothing, but the colour 
of the rest of the dress is not specified. 

It is natural to suppose that changes of fashion in 
dress at different periods would have its effect on this 
Corps, but it is believed that the present uniform of the 
Yeomen of the guard was settled by Charles II. who 
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it is well-known adopted a different style of dress 
from that of his father and his immediate ancestors j 
instead of a doublet^ he wore " a long vest reaching to the 
middle of the leg^ with the sword girt over it -, " the 
Yeomen wear the sword belt in the same manner, with 
the addition of the shoulder belt, bendwise, from the 
left to the right 5 these belts were no doubt introduced for 
the purpose of slinging the Carbine, as they are described 
as Carbine belts in the Warrants for Clothing and 
Equipment. Although only fifty of the yeomen formerly 
carried carbines, the cross belts were extended to the 
whole for the sake of uniformity. 

T)ie Coat or Tunick reaches below the knee, and has a 
capacious sleeve descending to the wrist. Buskins^ or 
short boots the usual dress of the period were probably 
worn in Charles the Second's time, but when these were 
succeeded by Shoes, and the stockings became more 
conspicuous, the Yeomen were furnished with Scarlet hose 
which were continued up to the reign of George II. The 
stockings have since been worn of different colours, at 
one time blue, at another grey, and sometimes white, 
until finally the scarlet hose, with the ancient ruff of 
Queen Elizabeth's time, was restored to them in the 
Reign of George IV. The velvet hat adorned with a 
band of red, white, and blue ribbon, tastefully arranged 
alternately, is probably the only remains of the ancient 
head-dress. The Earl of Aylesford, Captain in 1785, 
ordered rosettes of red leather to be worn instead of 
shoe-buckles, these rosettes are made of ribbon, red 
white and blue, in unison with the ornaments of the 
hat. The officers wear a military uniform of a modern 
character, which has been altered frequently according 
to the taste of the Captain, always subject to the appro- 
bation of the King. The following Warrant was issued 
before the Coronation of George III. 
" A Copy of an Extraordinary Warrant, to the Master of 
the Great Wardrobe, to provide Apparel and Partizan&, 
&c. for the Yeomen of the Guard and Warders of the 
Tower, delivered at the Wardrobe, %nd of June 1761. 
Right Trusty, and Right Well beloved Cousin and 
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Councillor^ We Greet you well, and will and command 
you forthwith to deliver or cause to be delivered, unto 
our Right trusty and Right well beloved Cousin and 
Councillor, Hugh Lord Viscount Falmouth, Captain of 
the Yeomen of our Guard and Warders of our Tower of 
London, or unto Savile Cockayne Cust, Esq. Clerk of 
the Cheque to the same. These Parcels following, that is 
to say, one hundred and forty coats of fine crimson in 
grain doth, lined with blue serge and guarded with blue 
velvet, edged and lined with gold lace, with Rose thistle 
and crown, mottoes and scrowles, with our letters G. R. 
embroidered on back and breast of each coat, with 
silver spangles gilt, for one hundred Yeomen of our 
guard, and forty Warders of our Tower of London, and 
one hundred and forty pair of like crimson cloth 
breeches guarded with velvet and laced with gold lace -, 
one hundred and forty black velvet bonnets, with 
crimson, white, and blue ribbands ; one hundred and 
forty pair of grey worsted rowling stockings -, one 
hundred and forty basket-hilted swords with brass hilts 
and silver handles, double gilt 5 one hundred and forty 
Partizans chased and gilt, with cawls of crimson, skye- 
colour and white silk; and sixteen more Partizans 
chased and ornamented as aforesaid, of a shorter and 
less size, being more commodious to be used by our 
aforesaid Guard when they attend the Royal Chairs 5 one 
hundred and forty waist Belts, and one hundred carbine 
belts, guarded with blue velvet and gold lace^ one 
hundred and forty pair of Buck gloves, and £i40 
sterling, to be also delivered to the said Savile Cockayne 
Cust for watch gowns for them 5 with two large Cart 
Canvass Wrappers, and a large Bible bound in rough 
Leather for the use of our Warders in the Tower of 
London ^ the said apparel to be put on and wore, on the 
Day of Our Coronation, and for so doing this shall be 
your Warrant and discharge. Given under our Signet 
at the Palace of St. James*s, this 29th day of May 1761, 
in the first year of Our Reign, 

By His Migesty*s Command, 

BUTE. 



THE OFriCSKS. 15 

To our Right Tnuty and Right Well beloved Cousin 
and Councillor, Granville Leveson Earl Gower, 
Master of our Great Wardrobe or bis Deputy. 

I76I, August 25, Received the Yeomen's Clothes> &c. 
with one hundred shoulder Belts, from the Great Ward- 
robe, and delivered them the same day to the Teomen 
at St. James's, who wore them on His Majesty's 
Wedding Day the 8th of September, 1761. 

The o£Bcers formerly renewed their uniforms every 
third year, and those of the men were annually furnished 
on the King's birthday, but this practice has long been 
discontinued. The last issue of new clothing was on 
the occasion of the Coronation of Queen Victoria, in 
1838, but a new contract has been recently completed > 
and the clothing just delivered by the Contractor, Mr. J. 
Yates, of 66 Jermyn Street, wiU be worn at the opening 
of the New Parliament. The men formerly received an 
annual sum of £9 in lien of the old clothes. 

OP THE OFFICERS. 

At the Institution of this Corps the only officer ap- 
pointed was a Captain, to whom in the following reign 
was added a Clerk of the Cheque, but the present staff of 
Officers was not introduced till after the Restoration. 
The Captaincy was considered a post of high honour and 
was held during two reigns in conjunction with the 
office of Vice-Chamberlain. Sir Walter Raleigh held the 
office at the same time with that of gentleman of the 
Privy-Chamber. 

At the settlement of the establishment in 1668, by 
Charles II. the additional officers then appointed and 
sworn in on the 12th of August, were a Lieutenant, 
with £500 per annum ; an Ensign or Standard Bearer, 
with iCSOO per annum -, and four Exempts now called 
Ezons, but who are termed Corporals in their warrants, 
with ^150 per annum each. The Salary of the Captain 
bad been previously fixed in 1660, at ^1000 per 
annum. 

Although the office of Standard-Bearer has continued 
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from the above period^ they have no standard : there la 
little doubt that this Corps anciently possessed a 
standard, but all trace of it is lost. 

The term Corporal as used in the warrants of the 
Exons, must not be taken as applied in the regular 
army to non-commissioned officers of the lowest grade, 
but as an officer who commands in the absence of the 
Lieutenant ; an Exon sleeps in the Palace at St. James's 
and commands the Yeomen on Duty in the absence of 
the superior officers. In Elizabeth's time Corporals of 
the field in the army were equal in rank with a 
Captain of Horse and acted as Aides-de-Camp do at 
present. In the two troops of Horse Guards estab- 
lished by Charles II. the Exempt or Exon ranked as a 
Captain in the army, and was placed next the Cornet 
who ranked as a Major. 

The Exons are styled Esquires in their appointments, 
and they generally take the command when the King 
appears publicly in procession. 

The Captain is always a Peer, and a Privy-Councillor 
ex-officio, and is the only officer of the Corps who vacates 
his office on a change of ministry, his successor being 
appointed by the in-coming administration subject to the 
approbation of the Crown. The Captain carries a Baton 
of Office made of ebony with a head of chased gold ; 
those of the officers below the Captain are likewise of 
ebony with the heads of similar workmanship in silver ; 
the Clerk of the Cheque was not allowed to carry a batOB 
till July 5, 1787, when an order was made to that effect 
by the King's Command, Francis Barker, Esq. Clerk 
of the Cheque, being the first who received the staff. 
The officers, on their appointment, have the privilege of 
receiving their Batons of office from the hands of the 
Sovereign, at a private audience. The oath of the Captain 
subjects |,him to the commands of the Lord Chamberlain 
only. 

The office of Ushers existed long before the establish- 
ment of the Yeomen of the Guard, and are believed to 
have been part of a body of men called Yeomen of the 
Crown ; — in the Household Book of King Edward IV. 
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this body are described to consist of '' twenty-four most 
«' seemly persons, cleanly, and strongest archers, honest 
''of condition and of behaviour, bold men, chosen and 
^ tried out of every Lord's house in England for their 
''cunning and virtue.*' In the reign of Henry VIII. 
four Yeomen Ushers acted as Doorkeepers. The exact 
time when the Ushers were annexed to the Guard is 
not known, but they are mentioned as a part of that 
body in his rei^n. 

The Ushers do not carry the partizan but an under- 
hand staff, as an official badge of their authority, somewhat 
inferior to the Batons carried by the superior officers* 
They are now called Serjeant Majors, and bear on the 
right arm four stripes of gold lace surmounted by an 
embroidered crown. Their pay ia ^SlO per year more 
than a private of the Corps. 

Six of this Corps hold the ancient additional office of 
Teomen Hangers and two that of Yeomen Bed-goers, 
the duties of the former were to take down and put up 
the Royal tapestry or arras which was formerly always 
carried with the King when he went from one palace to 
another, the said arras being hung by rings upon hooks 
fixed in the wall, and therefore easily removed; the 
latter had charge of the King's Bed on the road and 
the care of putting it up and taking it down. 

They also had charge of the King's tent and camp 
equipage, and went with George II. to Hanover in 1743. 
The pay of'these officers is JC 10 per year more than the 
privates. 

The establishment of the Yeomen of the Guard in 
IBM, not including the officers, is as follows : — Two 
Exempts, four Superannuated men, two messengers, and 
ninety-two yeomen, eight of whom are Ushers. 

It was found necessary at a very early period to 
appoint a Clerk of the Cheque. A body of men not 
subject to corporal punishment must necessarily be 
subjected to fines for misbehaviour or neglect of duty, 
which for the sake of discipline has sometimes been 
followed by expulsion from the Corps. The Clerk of 
the Cheque, is the person on whom the Captain depends 
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for regulating the Divisions of the Corps, and yrho 
supplies the Exon on duty with a list of the men in 
each division on actual service on all occasions. The 
Exon reports any delinquency that may occur to the 
Captain, who orders them to be chequed in their pay, 
in proportion to the offence, by the Clerk of the Cheque, 
the Captain alone having the power to impose the fine. 
These fines formerly went to the Crown, but they were 
subsequently appropriated to a fund devoted to contin- 
gent expenses, and they have sometimes been applied to 
benevolent purposes. 

Fines have also been extended to the officers; an 
instance occtirs in 1740, when an Exon next on rota 
was fined ten shillings per day for every day that he 
had neglected to relieve the Exon on duty in the pre- 
ceding month. The penalty was enforced by order of 
the Earl of Essex, then Captain, addressed to the Clerk 
of the Cheque. 

In the same year five yeomen were suspended and 
fined ten shillings each for some insubordination, and 
their fines were given in part to a widow in necessitous 
circumstances. 

The following entry occurs in the fiooks for August 
28, 1801. "On the 21st of July, Usher Clerk, fined 
Featherstone White and Thomas Turner, one shilling 
and sixpence each, for taking away fragments of meat, 
&c. from the Yeomen*s Room contrary to ^rder 3 they 
refusing to pay, the Usher deducted it from money due 
to them, whereupon they summoned him for three 
shillings to the Court of Conscience. The Court decided 
in favour of the Usher. The Exon, however, being 
informed of the affair, reported it to the Captain, (the 
Earl of Aylesford) who ordered the Clerk of the Cheque 
to suspend them during his pleasure, which was done 
accordingly this day." 

Dec. 5, 1782. '' Ordered that each yeoman shall take 
care that his arms are clean and in proper order, a 
fine of two shillings and sixpence will be exacted if 
found dirty.'* 

The duties of the Clerk of the Cheque are similar 
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to those of an adjutant in the army ; he attends all 
drills^ musters^ and parades, and prepares the Cheque- 
roll containing the quarterly accounts for payment. 

The Deputy Clerk of the Cheque, who is also a 
yeoman, acts as Secretary to the Adjutant, and attends 
to the minor duties of that office 5 he also wears a 
handsome modern uniform on Stdte occasions. 

By an order of Lord Macclesfield (the Captain) of 
Jane, 1805, the Exons were obliged to reside during 
their turn of duty at the apartments assigned to them 
in St James's Palace. 

THE DUTIES OF THE GUARD. 

The Duty of the Guard was defined at its institution 
to be in constant attendance upon the Royal person. On 
the death of Henry VIII. his successor retired to the 
Tower for a time, and certain Orders were issued, to 
be observed by his Body Guard in their duty, with 
severe penalties for neglect. The first item is, that no 
yeoman shall depart out of the said Tower, without 
leave of his commanding officer, upon pain of the for- 
feiture of twelve pence for the first time ; three shil- 
lings for the second j to be imprisoned for three days 
for the third, and to be dismissed for the fourth o£fence, 
and his body to be punished at the King's pleasure. 

The other items, relate to enforcing obedience to 
their officers, their keeping watch and ward night and 
day, filling up vacancies, and the disposing of the 
harness (accoutrements) for their bodies, within the 
Tower for the sure keeping of the same. 

In the reign of James I. the following orders were 
issued to those of the Yeomen who were assigned 
to attend upon Prince Henry : — *' The Yeomen of the 
Guard shall diligently keep Guard in the Great Chamber, 
sufifering no Strangers to pass through.*' 

" Also two of them with Halberts shall attend at the 
Gate to assist the Porters to execute their office, and 
the orders to be observed in time of infection, and on 
other occasions." 
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" They Bhall be especially careful to keep the Great 
Chamber free, from teo of the clock in the morning 
until one i — and from four in the evening until seven ; 
that his Highness may quietly take his repasts in the 
Presence Chamber." 

On the revision of the Corps in 1688, new Orders 
were issued approved by the King, relating to the duty 
to be performed both within and without the Palace, 
and ** appointing forty yeomen to be constantly upon 
Duty, as well to attend opon our pbbson abroad, as 
to do the Service of the House, the said Officers and yeo- 
men to be sworn to obey all orders coming from Our 
Lord Chamberlain or Vice-Chamberlain, as heretofore.*' 
»«••## a ^njj^ because their Service im- 
porteth not only the Safety of Our person, but the 
honour of our Court, we ordain, that none hereafter be 
sworn and enrolled of that Band, that is not of tall 
personage, strong, active, and of manly presence j and 
that such, according to our Prerogative, be chosen out 
of the Servants of our Nobility, if we please, or where 
else they may be found -, and that they be freely placed, 
and enjoined to execute their Service in Person, and not 
to be excused by the attendance of extraordinary hired 
men, as sometimes hath been done/* After certain regu- 
lations for setting of the watch, these Orders conclude 
by directing that, " If there shall happen any disorder 
or quarrell amongst any of our Servants in the Great 
Chamber, the Officer in waiting, the Gerk of the 
Cheque, or the Ushers in their absence, are to discharge 
them of their attendance, till the cause be heard and 
punished by the Lord Chamberlain. 

'' If any of the Yeomen of the Chamber, that keep 
the Door, be abused by any, the Officer in waiting. 
Clerk of the Cheque or Yeoman Usher, shall inform the 
Lord Chamberlain, that exagnple may be made of him 
or them that shall do the same.*' 

From this period the Yeomen of the Guard have 
constantly attended on Drawing-room and Levee*days 
and at all Royal Marriages, Christenings and Funerals. 
They also accompany the King whenever be appeara 
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in public at the opening and closing of the Parliament, 
State visits to the Theatres, where two Yeomen mount 
Guard on the Stage in front of the Royal box, and at 
all public festivals which the King visits in State. 

The Yeomen occupy the grand corridor leading to the 
Presence Chamber. The Usher was formerly posted 
close to the door of the Presence Chamber, to whom, 
when persons of distinction entered from the stairs, the 
lowermost yeoman next the entrance called aloud 
"Yeoman Usher," to apprize him of such approach. 
To this the Usher made answer, by audibly crying 
** Stand by,*' to warn all persons to evacuate the Pass. 
These were called the Honours of the Guard Room* 

An Exon, an Usher and four Yeomen attend the 
Deputy Great Chamberlain, to search the cellars beneath 
the Houses of Parliament, on the first day of each 
Session, whether the Queen goes or not. . This inspec- 
tion has been made ever since the discovery of the 
Gunpowder Plot. They also attend at the Palace in 
uniform, during the whole time the Bulletin is ex- 
hibited of the State of the King's health, in case of 
illness. 

Certain Orders to be observed by the Yeomen of the 
Guard were issued by the Duke of Manchester, and 
signed by the Gerk of the Cheque 1738-39, and after- 
wards confirmed by the Viscount Torrington in 1747* 

The first article directs that " in the absence of the 
Captain, Lieutenant or Ensign, the Exon in waiting doe 
take special care that the men perform their Duty, and 
that they obey such Orders and directions as he shall 
think necessary for the keeping Decency and Decorum 
in his Majesty's Palace, and in such other places where 
any of the Guard shall be in waitings and that none 
presume to disobey or neglect to execute such Orders 
and Directions : if any disorder or disturbance shall arise, 
that he quell the same, and acquaint the Captain with 
it as soon as may be. But if it should happen that no 
officer should be then present, the Usher or Ushers of 
such wait or waits wherein such disturbance or disorder 
shall happen, are hereby ordered to turn the offender 
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out of the Guard Chamber or such other place where 
they shall be in waiting, and to acquaint the Exon 
therewith^ who is to examine the matter thereof^ and 
report the same to the Captain.*' 

The fifth article says " Whereas it has been observed 
of late time^ that several of the Guard, to the great 
dishonour of the Service, have been very negligent in 
keeping themselves neat and clean while they have been 
on duty, having their shoes, stockings and gloves dirty, 
and their hair and wigs unpowdered 5 and not wearing 
the gloves and stockings that are provided them by 
His Majesty ; and having been negligent in keeping 
their partizans clean i* It is ordered that the officer in 
waiting, and in his absence the Yeoman Usher in 
waiting, shall at all times hereafter take care that no 
such neglect shall be suffered for the future ^ and in 
case such neglect should occur again, the said officers 
are empowered to discharge such man from his wait, 
and supply his place with another man, who is to be 
paid for waiting, out of the salary of the man guilty of 
such neglect as aforesaid : and the said officers are 
to give notice of the circumstance to the Clerk of the 
Cheque at the end of each wait, who upon payment of 
the salary is to deduct the same.*' 

Article 7. Directs, that ** in order that none may pre- 
tend ignorance of these Orders, they are to be read once 
every week at the Table, immediately after dinner, until 
the waits throughout the whole band have heard them j 
and at the first meeting of every Parliament, when the 
greatest part of the Guard are assembled at Whitehall, in 
order to attend His Majesty at the Parliament House.*' 

In the Order for the Funeral of George II. Sunday 
Nov. 9 1760, at 7 o'clock at Night — six of His Majesty's 
Guard of the Yeomen of the Guard, carried the Bowels 
of his late Majesty from Kensington Palace to the Body 
Coach. Six Yeomen of the said Guard being on Duty 
at Westminster Abbey, received and carried the Bowels 

* By a Minute in Uie Orderly-Book, we find that the Wardrobe-keeper, 
now undertakes to keep the PartisanB and shoes of the whole Band in proper 
order, for which he receives a gratuity at Cliristnias of S«. M, from each 
Yeoman, and ht, from each of the Seijeant-Majors. 
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from the Body Coach, to be buried in the Royal 
Family Vanlt in Henry Vllth's Chapel. Monday Nov. 10, 
7 o'clock at night 1^ of the said Guard at Kensington 
carried the Body of his late Majesty to the Hearse. At 
the same time 39 of the said Guard were in waiting at 
Westminster to receive it, 12 of whom on its arrival 
carried it from the hearse Into the Prince's Chamber. 
On Tuesday the 11th. 15 of the Yeomen carried the 
Body from the Princes Chamber to Henry VII's 
Chapel. 

When Charles I. found it necesary to take refuge at 
Oxford, it was commanded by the Council, '' That as 
often as his Majesty did ride abroad the Captain of His 
Majesty's Guard of Yeomen, and the Lieutenant with 
four of the Gentlemen Pensioners should ride continuallv 
near His Majesty's person, and suffer none of mean con- 
dition, or unknown to them to come near him. 

In all processions it is ordered, that the Captain of the 
Horse Guards, the Captain of Gentlemen Pensioners, and 
the Captain of the Yeomen of the Guard shall follow 
next and immediately after the Royal person. 

It appears to have formerly been the Duty of the 
Yeomen to carry up the Royal Dinner ; that duty seems 
to have been also performed occasionally by the Gentle- 
men Pensioners. In 1573, when Queen Elizabeth visited 
Archbishop Parker at Canterbury, the dinner was served 
by the latter. It is also known that at the Installation of 
the Knights of the Garter at Windsor, at the Banquet 
which took place after the ceremony, the Sovereign's 
table was served by the Gentlemen Pensioners ; the 
Yeomen of the Guard performing the like office at the 
tables of the Knights Companions. 

Hentzer relates as before-mentioned that he saw 
Queen Elizabeth dine in public in 1598, when the 
dinner was served by the Yeomen of the Guard, 
bareheaded, this is somewhat singular, since the etiquette 
as far as known from that period isj that they should 
remain covered in the royal presence; even if the 
Sovereign should speak to one of them, he salutes only 
in the military style, by merely touching his hat. 
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Id the reign of Charles U,, when the King dined in 
State, it was the custom for one party of the Yeomen to 
bring the dishes into the Presence Chamber, and retire as 
soon as the dinner was served 5 after which another party 
took post in the chamber, for the purpose of keeping 
order. 

The duty of carrying up the dishes to the Sovereign's 
table, was continued to the Reign of George III. when 
it ceased to be the practice. 

The origin of the jocular nick-name of Beefeaten 
obtained by the Yeomen of the Guard has been variously 
stated by different writers. Some have believed it to 
have reference to their portly appearance, and to their 
having been originally selected from "the tallest and 
stoutest men that could be found in all England : '* 
others, in allusion to their duties in the Presence- 
chamber at the Royal dinner, when they took chatge of 
the sideboard or beaufet for security of the plate, have 
attributed it to a corruption of the French word Beau- 
fetiers or Buffetiers. Dr. Fuller attempts to account for 
it by relating the following amusing story. 

King Henry VIII. happening to be hunting in the 
neighbourhood of Reading Abbey, disguised himself in 
the uniform of one of his Yeomen of the Guard, and for a 
frolic paid a visit to the Abbot of that place about dinner- 
time ; the Abbot received his guest, as one of the Royal 
retinue, with great civility, and invited him to dine at his 
own table, the principal dish being a large piece of beef, 
of which the King, hungry from the chace, ate vora- 
ciously. Observing this, the Abbot cried out — " Well 
fare thy Heart ! and here in a cup of sack I remember 
the Health of his Grace your Master : I would give an 
hundred pounds on the condition I could feed so heartily 
on beef as you do. Alas ! my weak and squeamish 
stomach will hardly digest a piece of a small rabbit or 
chicken ! " The King (or rather the Beefeater) then 
departed, and in a few weeks afterwards the Abbot was 
committed close prisoner to the Tower, and fed for a 
short time on bread and water; at length a piece of beef 
was placed before him, which the Abbot attacked with 
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right good-will ; while he was thus engaged, the King 
himself entered the apartment, and demanded the £ 100 
for having restored the Ahbot to his lost appetite for 
Boast Beef. Dr. Fuller vouches for the truth of this 
story^ and adds that the money was paid before the 
Abbot was released^ and that he never saw a Yeoman of 
the Guards without remembering the Beefeater, 

Be this as it mav> it is certain that their table was so 
liberally supplied^ up to the time of its abolition^ when 
board wages were allowed as an equivalent, that the 
term Beefeater may not have been misapplied. 

THE TABLE. 

Thirty men mounted guards or signed the muster roll 
at St. James's every day. 

Daily allowance for the Table for those thirty men^ a 
messenger and servant. 

Beef • . . 24lbs. 1 58lbs. weighed out 
Mutton. . • 18lbs. > before the yeomen's 
Veal • . . 16lbs. J servant or Messenger. 
Butter . . • 21bs. 
Bread ... 36 loaves. 
Beer ... 27 gallons in Winter. 

28 gallons in Summer. 
Vegetables in sufficient proportion and of the best 

in season. 
Salt^ pepper^ oil^ vinegar> and mustard. 
The ^nner was cooked in the Royal Kitchen, and 
served in two dinners, one for each guard. 

An ample allowance of pewter dishes and plates, 
wooden salts, three cups, candles, coals, brooms, mops, 
brushes, copper«cans, coffee-pots, kettles, jacks, table- 
cloths, and towels were supplied to the Yeoman's Room. 

Extra Allovoances. 

Haunches of Venison twice in the year 3 five geese 
on Michaelmas Day} and three plum puddings every 
Sunday. 
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On the Birth Days of the KiDg and Queen, the whole 
of the men capahle of attending being on duty^ the 
allowance was 2l6lbs. of Meat^ 6lb8. of Butter, 144 
loaves, 104 gallons of Beer^ and 90 dozen of Wine, full 
quart bottles. 

On the Birth-days of each of the Royal Family, and 
whenever the the guns fired on other occasions, called 
Pitcher days : — Double bread, 18 gallons of Beer, and 
five Dozen of Wine. 

When the King went to the Parliament House : — 
18 loaves of Bread, 18 gallons of Beer, and five Dozen 
of Wine. 

On the Coronation and Accession Anniversaries 18 
loaves of Bread, 18 gallons of Beer and 6 Dozen of 
Wine. 

We find, among other punishments for slight offences in 
ancient Royal establishments, the following in the House- 
hold Ordinances of Edward IV. A table was placed in 
the Hall supplied only with bread and water, and called 
the Water- boarde ; it was ordered " that if any man come 
too late to mattyns upon the Holyday, that is to say, 
after the third le«son, he shall sytt at the Water-Boarde, 
and have nothinge unto his Dynner bat Bread and 
Water ; and if he absente himself wilfullye, he shall 
thus be punished whenever he comes to Dynner or 
Supper : but we do not find, that any such punishment 
was inflicted upon the Yeomen of the Guard, on the 
contrary, the following Order was issued so late as January 
1812. ^Ordered that the Yeomen do not presume to 
begin dinner till the presiding Usher shall be in his 
seat, and if he is not there in five minutes after the 
appointed hour, he shall forfeit five shillings to the 
waits at table, and any Yeoman not being in his proper 
seat at table in ten minutes after the appointed time, 
shall forfeit half a crown to the waits at table, if he is 
not engaged on duty. 

A note on the 4th of June 1809 acquaints us with 
the lamentable fact, that no claret was allowed as there 
was no ball at night 

In another note, stating that the Queen's Birthday 
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was not kept on the 18tb of January 1811« on account 
of the King's illness^ the writer records somewhat 
pettishly : — " No wine allowed to any one whatsoever.*' 

The Gentlemen Pensioners had a Table provided for 
them daily as early as the Reign of Elizabeth^ which 
leads us to suppose that one for the Yeomen of the 
Guard was established at the same time. The table 
for the former was commuted for board wages in the 
reign of James I. 

Smoking tobacco in the dining-room was prohibited 
by an Order of the Lord Chamberlain 1737 5 and by a 
subsequent injunction from the Captain 1747^ the 
Yeomen were further restrained for obvious reasons^ 
from frequenting any place where smoking is prac- 
tised. 

The table was abolished by Order of the Lords of 
the Treasury in the year 1813, the following is an 
extract from a Letter written by the Lord Chamberlain 
to the Earl of Macclesfield, then Captain 5 " The Lords 
of the Treasury haying directed my attention to the 
expense of the establishment of the Board of Green 
Cloth, with a view to some arrangement therein 5 and 
the Table remaining at St. James's, and creating an 
expense beyond the necessary service, it is desirable 
some plan should be adopted to put this part of the 
expense upon a more certain footing. I submit there- 
fore to your Lordship whether a pecuniary compensation 
cannot with great propriety and justice be made to the 
guard in lieu thereof, and shall thank your Lordship 
for such observations as may suggest themselves to 
you applicable to the peculiar circumstances of the 
case." (Signed) Cholmondeley. 

In consequence of this correspondence, it was ar- 
ranged that the Table should be abolished, and Board 
wages allowed as an equivalent when on duty. The 
Ushers to receive five shillings and threepence and the 
men three shillings and ninepence per day. 
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TRAVELLING EXPENSES, PRIVILEGES, 

FEES, &c. 

The Yeomen of the Guard are ex-qfficio, exempt 
from service of any public or parochial office, and are 
also not liable to arrest on civil process without the 
consent of the Captain, which however is seldom with- 
held. 

June 4, 1605. His Majesty was pleased to order that 
the Yeomen should be re-imbursed from the Lord 
Chamberlain's office, their respective amounts paid for 
Hair-powder duty. 

It was ordered in 1747, that all duty further than 
Windsor, be as equally laid as possible, wait after wait, 
as they lie in the General Bill, throughout the whole 
Band ; and that no nuin pregutne to go on foot any 
part of the way of any journey beyond Windsor, where 
the Royal Bounty-money is allowed, upon forfeiture 
of his or their share of such Bounty money among 
the rest of the wait then and there in waiting. Riding 
charges were a customary allowance as far as Windsor. 
Bounty-money was an additional stipend proportioned to 
the extra distance. 

All fees, are, according to recent regulations, to be 
in future abolished. We find that the fee usually given 
to the Yeomen by each Knight of the Garter or Bath 
at their installation was £6» 6s. 

At the Installation, of Six Noble Knights of the 
Garter in the year 1805, the sum of £37' \0t. was paid 
as fees, which amounted to ^ 1. 1 U. Sd. per man in the 
1st Division, of twelve men, and £ 1. 14i. per man in 
the 2nd Division, of eleven men. 

Fees of £ 12. 12. were given by the Dake of New- 
castle and the Earl of Lonsdale at their Installation of 
the Garter, 28th of May, 1813 ; amounting to ten 
shillings and sixpence each for the men of the first 
Division, and eleven shillings each to those of the Snd. 

Six guineas each also were paid by the Earl of 
Liverpool and Viscount Castlereagh at their Installation^ 
September 24^ 1814. 
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Srd January 1766. Edward Le Grand, Esq. gave on 
his own account, three guineas to he divided equally 
between the sixteen yeomen who removed the Bowels 
and the Body of Prince Frederick William from his 
house in Leicester Square to Westminster. 

April l^, 1805. Twelve men of the Guard were 
ordered to repair to Windsor Castle on Monday the 
212nd, an additional guard of six men to be stationed at 
8t. James's until the return of those from Windsor. A 
waggon was provided to convey the Arms, &c., and 
four of the twelve Yeomen were appointed to guard 
them } one of the Yeomen's messengers was aho ordered 
to go and return with them. Three guineas each were 
allowed for travelling expenses, and one guinea extra 
to each of the four who guarded the Baggage-waggon. 
The Lord Steward on this occasion gave ten guineas 
to the Yeomen to drink His Majesty's health. 

At the Funeral of H. R. H. the Princess Amelia, 13th 
of November 1810, the expenses of nine yeomen for 
board and lodging one night at the White Hart Inn at 
Windsor, was £ 6. 8«. ; Coach hire to and from Windsor 
£7* H«. paid at the Lord Chamberlain's office; each 
man also received a gratuity of two guineas. 

At the Funeral of the Duchess of Brunswick, March 
31, 1813, twelve yeomen attended. They arrived at 
Windsor at one o'clock in the day, attended the cere- 
mony at night, and returned to town at nine o'clock the 
next morning. The following is the Bill of their 
expenses. 

Expenses at the Swan Inn Windsor 

Coach-hire 

Luncheon on the road 

Gratuity to each man 2L ?«. 



When the expenses were paid at the Lord Chamber- 
lain's office, each of the ten bearers had a white napkin 
given to him. 

The places of the Yeomen of the Guard, were sold at 
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an early period, but no trace can be found of the exact 
time when that custom began to prevail, it was no doubt 
sanctioned when the Corps underwent a reform in 1668. 
In the petition to the King (Will. III.) in Council, Jnne 
S4, 1689t on behalf of certain of the Yeomen of the 
Guard who had been dismissed by their Captain upon his 
own authority, the petitioners say '* that they as well as 
their predecessors were admitted to their places for Life, 
and none (till now) were ever tamed out of their said 
places at the will of their Captain $ only in the third year 
of K. Charles I. thirty of the Yeomen of his then guard 
being found unfit for Service by reason of their age, and 
indisposition of health, were put by [relieved] of their 
personal attendance, yet nevertheless were allowed their 
wages, without cheque, during their lives, as by Privy 
Seal appears." 

***** Forasmuch therefore as your Petitioners 
having purchased their said places with the expense of 
their whole fortunes, depending upon the same, as an 
Estate for life, and it being the only support for them- 
selves and families, they must inevitably perish through 
want, unless remedied herein by your accustomed princely 
care and goodness." 

This petition establishes the fact that they bought their 
places at that time, which continued to be the custom 
until after the accession of King William IV. Before 
that period, a certain number of persons qualified by 
stature and of good repute, had their names upon appli- 
cation placed upon a List, from which List persons were 
appointed as vacancies occurred in the Corps, each person 
on receiving his appointment paying the following fees. 

Fees paid by a Yeoman of the Guard upon bis Admis- 
sion under the old system^ in the year 1800. 
To the Captain . . .315 

Clerk of the Cheque . 10 

Deputy • . • 1 

Captain's Secretary . 5 

Captain's Servant . . 
Cloaks .... 5 

Treat . • • . 5 
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Messenger . • • 2 2 

Sword .... 020 

Quilt . . • 2 6 

Parliament Is. 6d., Servant 2s. 3 6 

Stamp and Warrant . . 15 



£346 12 



ACTS OF CHARITY AND LOYALTY. 

One Cornelias Van Dun^ a Native of Breda^ who had 
been a Yeoman Usher to King Henry VIII., Edward 
VL, Queen Mary and Queen Elizabeth^ and who died in 
1577 at the advanced age of 94 years, founded Alms- 
houses at the west end of Petty France, York Street, in 
the Parish of St. Margaret Westminster, for twenty poor 
widows. These Almshouses have been lately pulled 
down to make way for recent improvements. Besides 
this foundation, he either gave or bequeathed, to the 
Poor of the Parish in general twenty pounds. A tablet 
to his memory is in St. Margaret^s Church. 

It is recorded by Weaver, that an hospital at the 
bottom of Highgate Hill was founded by William Poole, 
a Yeoman of the Crown in the reign of King Edward IV. 

In Ashmole*s Antiquities of Berkshire, Vol. III. is a 
notice of a benevolent Yeoman who lies buried in the 
Church of Wingfield in that County. He says ''In the 
East wall of the South Isle is set a plate of brass, 
whereon is engraved the Figure of one of the Yeomen of 
the Guard, in his Coate, holding his halbert in his left 
hand, and his right giving a loafe of bread to two poore 
men : beneath which is the following inscription : *- 
'' Here lyeth the body of Thomas Montague borne in 
this Parish, where also he dyed March 31, 1630, when he 
had lived almost 92 years, and had byn a good parte 
thereof a Yeoman of the Guard, and a Friend of the 
Poore." 

Feb. 6, 1798, A voluntary Subscription towards the 
defence of the Country was originated at a Meeting of 
the Proprietors of the Bank of England, who subscribed 
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£ ^00^000, the subscriptioD ultimately amoanted to a 
million and a half. The Yeomen of the Guard contri- 
buted £16^ 15 which was paid into the Bank of 
England 24th April, 1/98. Nine only of the whole Band 
refused to contribute. 

Roger Monk, Esq. formerly an Exon of the Yeoman 
of the Guard, bequeathed certain property to the 
Tallow-chandler's Company, out of which he directed 
them to pay twenty pounds annually, to be expended in 
providing a dinner on the King's birthday for such 
members of the Band of the Yeomen of the Guard who 
might choose to attend. This meeting is always a source 
of considerable enjoyment, forming an agreeable reunion 
remarkable for its loyalty and conviviality. 

John Wilkinson, Esq. who died 6th August 1833, aged 
82 years, had been a yeoman more than 45 years, for 
many years of which he had filled the office of Deputy 
Clerk of the Cheque ; he acquired considerable personal 
property during his life by pursuing a system of abste- 
mious regularity almost amounting to parsimony j and 
by his will at his death, after bequeathing legacies to the 
amount of £ 30,000 to his family, he ordered that the 
residue of his property consisting of money lent upon 
various securities, should be collected as soon as practi- 
cable, placed in the bands of trustees, of whom his son 
Jacob Wilkinson, Esq. was appointed one, to be by them 
placed in the public funds, and the interest to be given 
away annually for ever in sums of ten and fifteen pounds, 
to necessitous persons of good character ; such worthy 
poor persons not to be rejected for creed, or residence in 
any particular place. This munificent charity is now 
distributed according to a scheme laid down by order of 
the Lord Chancellor, and settled by one of the Masters of 
the said Court, upon application of the Trustees for that 
purpose. His property was sworn to be under £ 70,000 
therefore, according to the Will of the testator, something 
like ^40,000 were devoted to the purposes of this 
charity. 



INSTANCE OF LONOBVITY. S3 



PRAISEWORTHY PROVISION. 

In the year 1704, in the reign of Queen Anne, the 
Yeomen of the Guard considering that many of them had 
expended the whole of their little fortune in the purchase 
of the office, and that their families might suffer great 
inconvenience by premature death, entered into a com- 
pact, that on the death of any of their brethren in office, 
the survivors, including the successor, should each pay 
ten shillings for the use and benefit of the widow, 
children, or representatives of such deceased Yeomen. 

The agreement was engrossed on Parchment, approved 
and signed by the then Captain, the Marquis of Harting- 
ton, and has been acted upon ever since 5 it provides 
that the money shall be stopped out of the first salary 
next payable to each man, after any such Yeoman *s 
death, and when there is no widow or children, the 
money is to be paid over to the next of kin on demand, 
in presence of three at least of the said Guard. All 
doubts or disputes in carrying out this excellent design, 
are to be examined by at least twelve of the said guard, 
which twelve men are to be chosen by the Six Waits 
then out of waiting. 

INSTANCE OF LONGEVITY. 

In the North Chancel of the Church of Boughton 
under Blean in Kent, lies buried Thomas Hawkins, who 
lived to the age of 101 years, and died 1587- On his 
monument appears the following among other lines : — 
" King Henry the Eight I serv'd, which won me fame. 
Who was to me a gracious Prince allwaies 
And made we well to spend my aged Daies. 
My stature high, my body hugge and strong. 
Excelling all that lived in mine age.'* 
Hawkins was probably one of those who received 
increased pay upon the reduction of the Corps in 1526, 
when he was about 40 years of age, which if he died in 
office, he would have received for more than 60 years. 
Ashmole relates that one George Brooke who died 

c2 
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Oct. 94, 1593, was buried in St. George*s Chapel at 
Windsor near the North Door, his monumental inscrip- 
tion informs us. that he was a '* Yeoman of the Guard 
unto King Henry VIII. Edward VI. Queen Mary and 
Queen Elizabeth." 

Below is the following inscription : — - ** Out of a 
Respect to the Memory of the deceased, and also to the 
Honour and antiquity of the said Guard, this Plate [brass] 
was repaired, enlarged and engraven, at the sole charge 
of Edward Phillips, Citizen and Merchant Taylor of 
London, and one of the 100 Yeomen of the Guard to 
King William III. and Queen Mary II. of blessed memory, 
and now to her Majesty Queen Anne, in the sixth year 
of her reign, and the 52nd year of his age, I707.*' 



NEW REGULATIONS OF 1835. 

King William IV. took considerable interest in both of 
the Body Guards of Gentlemen at- Arms, and Yeomen. 
By frequent inspections, and examination of their books 
and records, he showed a desire to improve their disci- 
pline and efficiency, and with that view commanded 
many important regulations and reforms, the most 
important of which took place in 1835, when His 
Majesty commanded, that in future " the Officers in both 
Corps shall be named by the King, who will reserve to 
himself, exclusively, the selection of the most proper 
persons, as vacancies occur, from lists kept by the Com- 
mander-in-Chief of the Army -, who will be responsible 
to the King for the past conduct and merit of those who 
may be recommended. 

The Privates of the Gentlemen at Arms, are directed 
to be, or to have been. Captains or Subalterns in the 
British Army or Royal Marines 5 the King will also 
make his choice both of the Officers and Private Gentle- 
men of this Corps, from the list submitted to him by the 
Commander-in-Chief. The Officers, and Private Gentle- 
men, if on half pay, are to enjoy the same together with 
their Salaries. The difference in rank of the members of 
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the two Corps ifi therefore, completely identified, the 
Privates of the Gentlemen at Arms, must have been 
commissioned officers, while those of the Yeomen of the 
Guard must have been non-commissioned officers, who 
are also allowed to retain their pensions, together with 
their Salaries. 

The following letter is an answer to an inquiry with 
reference to fiU^ng up a vacancy in the Corps^ dated 
August, 1834. 

''Sir Herbert Taylor, begs to acknowledge the receipt 
of Mr. Fitzherbert*s Letter, which he has submitted to 
the King, who has ordered him to refer him to the Earl 
of Gosford, recently appointed Captain of the Yeomen of 
the Guard, and at the same time to desire be will call his 
Lordship's attention to the late Regulation which provides 
for the appointment without purchase to death vacancies, 
•of deserving old Seijeanti^ of the army, and the propriety 
of His Lordship communicating with the Commander-in- 
Chief, with respect to the selection of a proper subject on 
this occasion." 

Notwithstanding the order is referred to as a late 
Regulation, it did not come into operation until the 1st 
of January, 1835, as will be seen by the following official 
Letter to ^e Earl of Gosford, their Captain. 

April 4, 1835. — ''I am commanded by the Lord 
Chamberlain to acquaint your Lordship, that in conse- 
quence of His Majesty's directions that the Sale and Pur- 
chase of the various situations under the Captain of the 
Yeomen of the Guard should cease at the earliest moment, 
and all fees heretofore paid on appointments, to the 
Captain, the Clerk of the Cheque, and the Captain's 
Secretary, be put an end to. 

" The Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's Treasury 
have directed that the following arrangement shall com- 
mence and take effect from the 1st of January last, as it 
regards the Salaries and allowances paid in this depart- 
ment of the Corps of the Yeomen of the Guard. 

''The sahiry of the Captain is fixed at £1^200 per 
annum, ; the salary of the Clerk of the Cheque at sS 1^0 
per annum^ and any fee which may have been received 
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since the 1st of January last, by the Captain or Clerk of 
the Cheque, is to be returned to the parties. 

*' The Salaries of the several Yeomen who may have 
been appointed without purchase^ mider the arrangement 
now in force* by which such appointments are made 
without payment of any Fee to the Captain, are to be 
reduced from the 1st of January last, to £31 per annum, 
and none of such persons, are to receive the annual 
allowance of £9 in lieu of old clothing. The Lords 
Commissioners considering that the persons alluded t'o 
being appointed without payment of any Fee, have no 
claim whatever to such allowance." 

September 1835. — It is ordered by the King that no 
officer on full pay shall be eligible to hold a com- 
mission in His Majesty's Guard of the Yeomen of the 
Guard. 

It was also ordered by the King that for the future, 
vacancies among the privates, shall be filled up from 
a list of deserving non-commissioned officers, not lower 
in rank than Serjeants, such list of Candidates to be kept 
by the General Commander in-Chief at his office in the 
Horse Guards. 

£ach Candidate upon retiring from the army, and 
producing proper testimonials from the Colonel of the 
Begiment in which he has served the full period, will be 
entitled to have his name placed upon the List from 
which the selection is made. 

It is ordered that the Lieutenant of the Yeomen of the 
Guard shall be, or have been, a Colonel or Lieutenant 
Colonel in the Army or Royal Marines ; the Ensign and 
Secretary, and Clerk of the Cheque shall be, or have 
been. Lieutenant Colonels or Majors in the Army or 
Royal Marines, and the Deputy Clerk of the Cheque to 
be as heretofore a Yeoman of the Guard. The Exons to 
be or to have been Captains in the British Army or Royal 
Marines. 

Dec. .1835. — It is ordered by the King that the strict 
observance of the Regulation respecting the heiight of 
the Yeomen of the Guard (namely 5 feet 10 inches) 
shall in. future be dispensed with, the chief object being 
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good character and meritorious service, but His Majesty 
has been also pleased to direct that they are not to be of 
too short a stature. 

In April 1 837> His Majesty inspected all the Yeomen 
of the Guard who had been non-commissioned officers in 
the army, in full dress, in the Old Ball-Room at St. 
James's Palace, when he was pleased to express his 
gratification at their appearance in glowing terms. 



Further changes in the regulations of the Corps have 
taken place since the accession of Queen Victoria, and 
reductions, which apply to members who may have joined 
subsequently to the order issued 3 consequently three 
rates of payment prevail at this moment,— men who 
purchased before 1835, receive the same amount of board 
wages which they had at that time, viz: three shillings 
and nine pence a day, when on duty — those from the 
army who joined before this date, enjoy the same ; but 
by an order of the 23rd April 1852, all who join in future 
are to receive two and six pence per day, and all future 
Ushers or Sergeant Majors^ only four shillings a day, 
when on duty. Thus as the present members die off, or 
retire, the pay of the whole will be reduced, — that of the 
Privates to £31 per annum, and board wages to two and 
sixpence per day. This is much to be regretted, as the 
present Yeomen (many of whom have served their country 
in various parts of the world, and whose military adven- 
tures would fill volumes) are at least as deserving of 
Royal favour, as those civilians and servants who 
formerly filled the corps without being able to render 
any important service, being wholly undisciplined and 
unprovided with arms. Thus the pay of the Privates is 
reduced from £35 .. 6 .. 4 to £31 per Annum. They 
also lose (each) £9 per Annum in lieu of old clothing, 
and receive no fee as a compensation. 

Her Majesty has been pleased to order that none but 
Officers on Half-pay or who have served in the Regular 
Army are eligible for Commissions in the Yeomen of the 
Guard, either by purchase or otherwise. 
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The Yeomen are now entirely recruited from among 
the most distingniBhed non-commiasioned Officers of the 
Army, selected by the Commander-in-Chief, as a reward 
for gallantry and good conduct, they are armed and 
drilled like the rest of the army, and from the high cha- 
racter of the men, and their perfect discipline, are as 
efficient, as any Corps in Her Migesty's service. Thirty 
men mount guard every day, under the command of the 
Exon in waiting, who resides in the Palace during his 
tour of duty. 



On the memorable 10th of April 1848^ St. James's 
Palace was garrisoned by the whole of both the Body- 
Guards, the passages and halls of the interior were 
then filled with armed men, the Yeomen's costume being 
similar to that in which their predecessors had mounted 
guard in the same place three hundred years before. 
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THE WARDERS OF THE TOWER 

were originally a distinct body, and were never in- 
corporated with the Yeomen of the Guard, or even 
wore the uniform, till the reign of Edward VI. they 
were, probably a part of the Yeomen of the Crown 
whose duties are now unknown, but most likely they 
acted as Warders or Keepers of the Tower when that 
place was used as a palace as well as a garrison. 

We are told in a letter written by Sir William Waade, 
Knight, Lieutenant of the Tower, August 24, 1612. 
"That before the first commitment of the Duke of 
Somerset in the time of King Edward VI. the Wardens 
did never weare the King's coate } but he, seeing the 
paines they tooke, and to winne their favour, and to 
leave a memoriall of his favour to them, promised to 
procure His Majesty's Cloth whensoever it should please 
His Majestic to sett him at liberty, which he upon his 
enlargement performed, and so it was ordered at that 
time they should be sworne Extraordinary Yeomen 
of the Chamber, and that hath continued ever since.'* 

In the Warrant which they receive from the Constable 
of the Tower at the present time, who has the sole and 
uncontrolled appointment of them. They are styled 
''Yeomen of the Guard Extraordinary and Yeomen- 
Warders of the Tower." 

Certain Orders for the regulation of the Duty of the 
Warders were issued in the 5th year of the reign of 
James I. bearing the King's Sign Manual, and counter- 
signed by five Lords of the Privy-CounciL 

They relate to leave of absence, and direct that 
twenty-five shall always remain within the Tower 5— - 
•to the keeping of the gates, from their first opening in 
the morning until the closing at night, and orders that 
each Warder shall bear in his hands a halbert or bill, 
wheresoever they go within the said Tower. 
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Further regulations for keeping watch and ward, for 
the ceremony of delivering and bearing the keys, 
searching the locks of the gates of the several prisons, 
and visiting the prisons after the watch is set, and the 
severe penalties enforced for any neglect are here set 
forth. 

The ancient ceremony observed at the opening and 
shutting of the gates and delivery of the keys is kept 
up to the present day, as follows : — 

At the locking up the gates of the Fortress at 
night, " a short time before eleven o'clock, excepting on 
Tuesdays and Fridays, when the hour is twelve ; the 
Yeoman Porter or Head Warder, clothed in a watch 
gown, carrying a large bunch of keys in his hand, and 
attended by another Warder bearing a lantern, presents 
himself in front of the main guard-house, and calls out 
" Escort keys ! *' The guard then turns out, and with 
the Sergeant, follows him to the Spur or outer- gate, 
challenged by each sentry as they pass his post — 
*' Who goes there ? " — " Keys." The gates being 
carefully locked and barred, the Warder returns at the 
head of the procession, receiving and answering each 
challenge as before, until he arrives once more in the 
front of the guard-house, where the sentry giving a 
stamp with his foot, demands of the approaching party, 
"Who goes there?" "Keys!" "Whose keys ? •' 
" Queen Victoria's keys ! " " Advance Queen Victoria's 
keys, and all's well." The Yeoman Porter then 
exclaims "God bless Queen Victoria!'* to which Amen 
is responded by the Guard. The officer on duty salutes, 
the men present arms, the escort falls into the rank, and 
the Yeoman Porter proceeds alone across the Parade 
to deposit the keys in the Lieutenant's lodgings, there 
to remain until the appointed hour for opening the gates 
in the morning. 

The pay of the Warders seems to have been very 
moderate in Queen Elizabeth's time, being only eight- 
pence per day 3 their petitions for an increase were 
frequent for a space of nine years, and their hopes were 
twice crushed when they were almost confident of 
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success, once by the death of their advocate and patron 
Sir Christopher Hatton, Lord Chancellor, who had been 
Captain of the Yeomen of the Guard, and again by the 
demise of the Crown. Eventually, at the solicitation 
of Lord Erskine* King James raised their wages from 
eight-pence to fourteen-pence per day, and added ten 
more to their number. 

In the following reign, their number being forty, they 
petitioned the House of Commons for a further enlarge- 
ment of their pay on account of the dearness of pro- 
visions, when the House recommended the petition to 
the Treasury for favourable consideration. The salaries 
were afterwards increased, but at what time is not 
known, it may be presumed to have taken place in 1668, 
when the whole body of the Yeomen of the Guard 
underwent a revision. 

Near the close of the reign of Charles II. May 1683, 
the number of Warders were reduced from forty to 
twenty-four by survivorship, the sixteen first vacancies 
being ordered not to be filled up. In the reign of 
James II. the Warders remained the same, but King 
William raised the number to thirty in 1689, and in 
1690, further enlarged it to forty, at which number it 
has remained ever since. 

The appointments of the uniform are in every respect 
like those of the Yeomen of the G]^ard, excepting that 
as they never carried a carbine, they do not wear the 
shoulder-belt. 

In 1688, the post of Warder which had been sold at 
every vacancy by the principal officer of the Tower, as 
his privilege, by royal sanction, in former reigns, was 
now prohibited to be sold as heretofore ; and His 
Majesty in Council, 10th of July 1688, ordered ** that all 
the Yeomen of the Tower of London that do now hold 
their said employments by virtue of any grant, warrant 
or other instrument in writing, for the term of their 
respective lives, do forthwith deliver the same into the 
hands of Sir Edward Hales Bart, the present Lieu- 
tenant of the said Tower, to be cancelled, and he is 
hereby required to give and deliver gratis, unto the said 
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Yeomen Warders new Warrants for their said places^ to 
bold and enjoy the same daring his Majesty's pleasure : 
and it is further ordered, that all future Warrants shall 
express the term of holding the office, to be only during 
his Majesty's pleasure. And it is also further ordered that 
no officer of the Tower shall henceforth presume to sell 
the said office, or receive any gratuity for the appoint- 
ment of a Yeoman Warder, or admit any person into 
that office but such as shall be first approved of by His 
Majesty. 

The Warders are now selected by the Constable of 
the Tower, from meritorious non-conmiissioned officers 
of the army. 

Whenever the Warders of the Tower are required to 
attend processions, &c. the Captain of the Yeomen of 
the Guard, by order of the Lord Chamberlain, writes to 
the Constable or Commanding Officer of the Tower, to 
request the attendance of as many Warders as may be 
required, who are to place themselves under the orders 
of the Captain of the Yeomen of the Guard, until 
discharged by him, at the close of the Ceremony. 



LIST OF CAPTAINS. 
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LIST OF CAPTAINS OF THE GUARD 



FROM ITS INSTITUTION. 



Henrt VII. 



Henry VIII. 



Edward VI. 

Q. Mart. 
Q. Elizabeth. 



James I. 



John de Vere Earl of Oxford . . 1485 

Sir Hugh Vaughan . . . uncertain: 

Sir Charles Somerset . . . 1488 

Sir Thomas D'Arcy, attended in his office at the 

Funeral of Henry VII. 
Sir Henry Guldeford or Guildford . . 1514 
Sir John Gage .... about 1513 
Sir Henry Mamey .... 1520 

Sir Anthony Wingfield . 1526, 1536, 1540 
Sir William Kingston . . . .1530 
Sir Anthony Wingfield ... 1549 

Sir Thomas D'Arcy . . . .1550 

Sir John Gates 1551 

Robert Wingfield, afterwards Sir Robert 1552 

Sir Henry Jernegan or Jerningham . 1553 

Sir Henry Bedingfield .... 1555 

Sir Edward Rogers .... 1558 

Sir William St. Loo .... 1558 

Sir Francis Knollys .... 1569 

Sir Christopher Hatton .... 1578 

Sir Christopher Hatton, a private gentleman 

of the Inns of Court, was tall, handsome and 

graceful in his person, of elegant manners, 

and an accomplished dancer; Elizabeth first 

saw him at a masque given to the Queen 

by the Templars, in 1544, and at once took 

him into favour. He became successively one 

of the Gentlemen Pensioners, a Gentleman of 

the Privy Chamber, Captain of the Yeomen 

of the Guard, Vice Chamberlain, a Knight 

of the Garter, and finally Lord Chancellor. 

Sir Anthony Paulet . . . uncertain 

Sir Henry Goodere . • . . 1587 

— Best, Esq uncertain 

Sir Walter Raleigh .... 1587 

He walked alone at the head of the Guard 
at the Queen's funeral. 

LordErskine 1603 

Sir Henry Rich 1617 
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LIST OF CAPTAINS. 



Charlbb I. 



Charubs II. 
Jambs II. 



William 8b Mart 
Q* Anni. 



Gborob I. 



Gborob II. 



Gborob III. 



Gborob IV. 
William IV. 



Q. Victoria. 



Henry Rich, Earl of Holland . 
Thomas Wentworth Earl of Cleveland 
Sir Christopher Musgrave, Knt. . 
George, 2nd Earl of Kinnoul . 
William, 7th Earl of Morton 
George Groring, Earl of Norwich 
George Villiers, Viscount Grandison 
Viscount Grandison 

His Lordship retired with a 

£ 1000 per annum, as appears by 

rer's books of 1690, where he is 

Captain of the Guard. 
. Charles, Earl of Manchester . 
Marquis of Hartington, aftermards 2nd 

Devonshire . ' . 

Charles, Viscount Townshend 
Hon. Henry Paget 
Henry Paget, Lord Burton and 1st 

Uxbridge .... 

James Earl of Derby 
Lord Stanhope .... 
John Sidney, Earl of Leicester 
The Earl of Leicester . 
Charles, 2nd Earl of Tankerville 
John, Ist Earl of Ashbumham 
William,. 2nd Duke of Manchester . 
William, 3rd Earl of Essex . 
John, Jord Berkeley of Stratton 
Pattee Byng, 2nd Viscount Torrington 
Hugh, 2nd Viscount Falmouth 
Hugh, Viscount Falmouth . 
John Frederick, Duke of Dorset 
George James, Earl of Cholmondeley 
Heneage, Earl of Aylesford 
Lord Pelham 
Earl of Macclesfield 
Marquis of Clanricarde 
Earl of Gosford 
Earl of Courtown 
Earl of Gosford . . . 
Earl of Albemarle 
Earl of Ilchester 
Earl of Surrey 
Marquis of Lothian 
Earl of Beverley . 
Viscount Falkland 
Marquis of Donegal • 
Lord De Ros 



. 1625 

1625 

1630 

. 1632 

1635 

. 1660 

1660 

. 1687 

pension of 

the Treasu- 

styled late 



1689 
Duke of 
1702 
1707 
1714 
Earl of 
1714 
1715 
1723 
1725 
1727 
1733 
1731 
1737 
1739 
1743 
1746 
1747 
1782 
1782 
1783 
1783 
1804 
1804 
1830 
1834 
1835 
1835 
1836 
1837 
1841 
1841 
1842 
1846 
1848 
1852 



PRESENT OFFICERS OF THE GUARD. 45 



OFFICERS OF THE ROYAL BODY GUARD, 

October, 1852. 

WITH THEIR WAR tBRVXCZB. 

CAPTAIN. 

Colonel Lord De Ros. 

William Lennox Lascellet Fitzgrerald De Ro§, 20tb Baron De Rofi (Crem- 
tiOD, 1204) Is the son of the Baroness De Ros, by Lord Henry Fitzgerald, 4tli 
son of the 1st Dake of Lelnster j succeeded to the title on the death of his 
brother, in 1830. His Lordship is PaiMisa Barom of England, and became 
Colonel in the Anny In 1840. He is also Depaty Lieutenant of the Tower. 



LIEUTENANT. 
Sir George Philip Lee. 

ENSIGN. 

Sir George Houlton, Captain, half pay, 4Zrd Foot, 

Sir George Honlton served with the 4Srd Light Infantry in the Peninmla, 
throngh the whole of the retreat to Cor anna under Sir John Moore, in 1808. 
served also in the Walcheren expedition in 1800, and was afterwards present 
in the Peninsula in the retreat to the Lines of Torres Vedras in 1810 ; in 
the pursuit of Massena} in the actions of Pombal, Redinha, Cssal Nova, 
Miranda de Corvo, Foz d'Arouce, Sabugal, Castrejon, Sen Christoral, Ban 
Munos, and San Milan; at the battles of Fuentes d'Onor, Salamanca, 
Vittoria, (where he was severely wounded,) the Pyrenees, Nivelle, Nive 
on the 0th, lOth, iith, 13th and isth of December 1813, and Toulouse i 
at the siege and storming of Ciudad Rodrigo, and the taking of Fort 
Reynard, an outwork of that piece ; and at the siege and storming of 
Bad^loz. He also served in the storming of the Lines of New Orleans, 
and afterwards with the Army of Occupation in Ftanee. Sir G«orge has 
received the Silver War Medal with ten clasps. 

EXONS. 

Captain Sir John Kincaid, late of the RiJU Brigade* 

Sir John Kincaid Joined the Rifle Brigade in 1800, and retired f^om it «■ 
Captain in 188 j. He served in the Walcheren expedition, and snbseanently 
In the Peninsula* where he was present at all the actions and batttet and 
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retreat! that took place there, aa beforementloned. At the liege of Ciodad 
Bodrlfo, he waa one of the leadera of the storming party of the light diyiaion ; 
in the retreat from Salamanca he was acting Bxigade Major to the 1st Brigade 
of the light diTision ; assisted in the three days severe skirmishing in porsoit 
of the enemy to Pampelona, which ended in the captare of their last gnn by 
the Rifle Brigade. He was also present in all sabseqnent actions ana at the 
battle of Toiuoose. In the campaign of 1815, he was present at the batOe of 
Qoatre Bras, the retreat on the following day, the battle of Waterloo, and 
capture of Paris. At Waterloo iiis hone was wounded in five places and 
killed onder him. Captain Kincaid has recdred the Waterloo Medal, and the 
War Medal with nine clasps. 

Sir John Kincaid was Knighted by Her Majesty according to precedent, on 
becoming the Senior Ezob of the Royal Body Onard. 

Captain Richard Phibbs, late of the 4Bth Foot. 

Captain Fhibbs waa appointed to the 48th Foot in 1838, and retnmed with 
the Regiment from the East Indies In 183S. He served in the Campaign 
against the Rajah of Coorg, and was with the Western Colamn at the 
storming of the stockades and fortified positions of the enemy, in the Hogul 
Ohaut, previous to the capture and occupation of the country. 

Captain Thomas Pabkbr Rickford, late of the 23rd PutUiert, 

C^itain Rickford joined the 23rd (Royal Welsh Fusiliers) in 1840 { served 
with them four years in Canada ; and retired as Captain in 1851, on being 
appointed to the Royal Body Guard, having, purchased all his Ccmunissions. 

Captain William Lewis Grant, late of the 1th {Royal Puriliert). 

Captain Grant was appointed to the Royal Fusiliers in 1837, and served 
with them in the West Indies and* Canada, and retired as a Captain in i860, 
having purchased all his Commissions. 

ADJUTANT AND CLERK OF THE CHEQUE. 

LIEUTBNANT-COLONEL JOHN FlTZMAUBICE, K.H., 

ha^ pay, Unattached. 

Colonel Fitzmaurice joined the Rifle Brigade in the Peninsula as a volunteer, 
in 1811, and served to the end of the war; was present in the aflUr at the 
Mill at Freizadas, the action at Sabugal, the battle of Fueotes d*Onor, 
the sieges and assaults of Cindad Rodrigo and Badajoz, the action of San 
Milan, and the battle of Vittorla } at the latter place, being skirmishing 
in advance, he, with two Riflemen, took the Jirtt gun captured tbat day, 
and secured seven prisoners } the enemy were pursued to Pampelnna, under 
the walls of which place their latt gun was taken. At the battles of the 
Pyrenees, carrying the heights of Echalar and the fortified pass of Bera, this 
ofllcer defended an orchard in front of Arcangues for a whole day with 
one sub-division { he was present at the battles of the Nivelle and Nive, 
also at those near Bayonne in December 1818 ; in the biilliant action 
with 8oult*s rear.guard at Tarbes, and the battle of Toulouse, besides 
numerous minor aflUrs. In the campaign of 1815, he led the advanced 
guard at the battle of Quatre Bras, where he had the honour of firing 
the first shot. Colonel Fitzmaurice had a leg broken at the storming of 
Badajoz, and was severely wounded in the thigh at Quatre.Bras. He 
has received the Hanoverian Order, the Waterloo Medal, and the Silver War 
Medal with eight clasps. 
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CONCLUSION. 

Having now completed a brief account of this ancient 
Royal Body- Guards it may be pardonable in the author 
to express a hope^ that however capable they may be of 
taking the field, their services may never be so required 5 
but that they will continue to add peacefiil dignity to the 
Regal State^ and that their ears may be saluted, and their 
hearts warmed, on many an occasion and for many a 
year, with the true English cry of 



'' GOD SAVE THE QUEEN ! 



•> 
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